The Kurdish Institute of Paris: A Nexus of
Cultural Preservation, Intellectual
Advancement, and International
Advocacy

I. Introduction: The Kurdish Institute of Paris — A
Bastion of Culture and Advocacy

The Kurdish Institute of Paris (Institut Kurde de Paris, KIP), established in February 1983,
stands as a seminal cultural and academic institution dedicated to the Kurdish people and
their heritage.” Its foundational mission is twofold: to preserve and promote the rich tapestry
of Kurdish language, culture, and history, and concurrently, to foster a wider global
understanding of the Kurdish people, their societal context, and their contemporary
challenges.! Operating as an independent, non-political, and secular organization, the KIP has
uniquely positioned itself as a sanctuary for Kurdish intellectuals and artists from diverse
backgrounds, as well as for Western scholars specializing in Kurdish Studies.'Over its four
decades of existence, the Institute has navigated periods of profound political turmoil
affecting the Kurdish regions, consistently striving to uphold its objectives. Its self-description
as "non-political" belies a nuanced operational strategy. While maintaining a formal
detachment from partisan politics, the KIP has engaged in significant advocacy and
diplomatic initiatives.® This approach, framing its activities through the universally resonant
lenses of cultural preservation and human rights, has allowed the Institute to engage with
international governmental bodies and organizations on terms less fraught with political
contention. Such a stance has been instrumental in gaining broader access and legitimacy,
enabling the KIP to function as a moral and cultural representative that transcends specific
political affiliations—a critical role for an institution serving a diaspora with varied political
leanings. This report will provide a comprehensive analysis of the Kurdish Institute of Paris,
examining its origins in a period of crisis, its organizational and financial framework, its
multifaceted activities in language, culture, and academia, its significant intellectual
contributions through an extensive publications program, and its enduring impact on both
Kurdish cultural preservation and international awareness of the Kurdish cause.

ll. Genesis and Enduring Vision



A. The Impetus for Creation: Historical and Political Context of 1983

The establishment of the Kurdish Institute of Paris in February 1983 occurred against a
backdrop of what Kendal Nezan, its long-standing president, described as one of the "darkest
periods" in Kurdish history.? The early 1980s were marked by a confluence of severe crises
across Kurdistan: the devastating Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988) which directly impacted Kurdish
populations in both countries; Saddam Hussein's brutal campaigns against Iraqgi Kurds,
including the Anfal genocide that would follow; Ayatollah Khomeini's "holy war" against Iranian
Kurds following the 1979 revolution; and the intense repression in Turkey after the military
coup d'état of September 1980, which led to the jailing of over 140,000 mainly Kurdish
opponents.®These tumultuous events triggered a significant exodus of Kurdish activists,
intellectuals, and ordinary citizens seeking refuge in Western Europe. France, under the
socialist government elected in May 1981, had adopted a "humane and generous welcoming
policy," making Paris a key destination for these asylum seekers.® However, the existing small
Kurdish associations were ill-equipped to handle the influx or to effectively inform
international public opinion about the unfolding tragedies.> Compounding the situation, the
Kurdish political resistance itself was "divided, fragmented, and inaudible in Europe" It was in
this climate of existential threat and political disarray that the KIP was conceived. The Institute
emerged not merely as an academic or cultural initiative but as a vital response to "precise
and urgent needs". Its founders aimed to provide a unifying platform, a "glimmer of hope,"
and a "symbol of Kurdish moral unity" for a people facing immense adversity and lacking a
cohesive international voice.® The dire political and humanitarian circumstances, therefore,
directly catalyzed the KIP's formation, positioning it as a crucial mechanism for cultural
survival and identity preservation under siege.

B. Founding Figures and Intellectual Bedrock

The Kurdish Institute of Paris was brought into existence by a distinguished group of Kurdish
intellectuals, artists, and writers, many of whom were already prominent figures within
Kurdistan and its diaspora." Among the principal founders were the internationally acclaimed
filmmaker Yilmaz Glney, who had just received the Palme d'Or at the 1982 Cannes Film
Festival for his film YOL; the revered Syrian Kurdish poet Cegerxwin; Hejar, an Iranian Kurdish
poet and linguist known for translating Avicenna into Persian and the Quran and Omar
Khayyam into Kurdish; Tewfiqg Wahby, a linguist and former Iragi Minister of Education;
Professor Qanate Kurdo, a grammarian and linguist from the Leningrad Institute of Oriental
Studies; Heciye Cindi (H. Cindy), a Kurdish writer from Armenia; Remzi Rasa, a French-Kurdish
painter; and Nlredin Zaza (N. Zaza), a writer and linguist.! Kendal Nezan, a nuclear physicist,
also played a pivotal role from the outset and has served as the Institute's president
throughout its history.'The collective expertise and renown of these founders, drawn from
various parts of Kurdistan and diverse intellectual and artistic fields, provided the KIP with a
strong and credible foundation. The involvement of a figure like Yilmaz Giiney, at the height of
his international recognition, was particularly significant. His association lent immediate
prestige and media visibility to the nascent institute, bestowing upon it a symbolic capital that



transcended niche ethnic or political concerns. This cultural leverage proved instrumental in
attracting further support from prominent Western intellectuals and artists who joined KIP's
Sponsorship Committee. This committee included luminaries such as Jean-Paul Sartre (who
had collaborated with Kendal Nezan in establishing the France-Kurdistan Society in 1975 ),
Simone de Beauvoir, Maurice Béjart, Elena Bonner, Sean McBride, Gérard Chaliand, Bernard
Dorin, Miguel Angel Estrella, Bernard Kouchner, Jean Lacouture, Claude Lanzmann, Danielle
Mitterrand (wife of the then-French President Francgois Mitterrand), Edgar Morin, and Andrei
Sakharov, among others.? This broad base of support from internationally respected figures
underscored the universal appeal of KIP’s mission and amplified its voice on the global stage.
Later, other influential Kurdish figures such as Dr. Joyce Blau, a specialist in Kurdish language
and civilization, and the musician Sivan Perwer also became closely associated with the

Institute.?

The following table provides an overview of some key founding members and early
supporters, illustrating the intellectual and artistic calibre that defined the KIP from its

inception:

Table 1: Selected Founding Members and Key Early Supporters of the KIP

Name Field/Expertise Notability

Yilmaz Gliney Filmmaker Palme d'Or winner (1982)

Cegerxwin Poet Prominent Syrian Kurdish poet

Hejar Poet, Linguist Translator of Avicenna, Quran,
Omar Khayyam into Kurdish

Tewfig Wahby Linguist Former Iragi Minister of

Education

Kendal Nezan

Nuclear Physicist

President of KIP since its
founding

Danielle Mitterrand

Activist, First Lady of France
(1981-1995)

Founder of France-Libertés,
strong advocate for Kurdish
rights

Jean-Paul Sartre

Philosopher, Writer

Nobel laureate (declined),
influential intellectual

Bernard Kouchner

Physician, Politician

Co-founder of Médecins Sans
Frontiéres, former French
Foreign Minister

Dr. Joyce Blau

Linguist, Academic

Professor of Kurdish Language

and Civilization at INALCO

Sources: '

This confluence of Kurdish intellectual leadership and Western solidarity provided a robust
intellectual bedrock for the Institute, enabling it to pursue its ambitious cultural and advocacy

goals.

C. Evolution and Key Milestones Over Four Decades




From its inception, the Kurdish Institute of Paris adapted its activities to meet the pressing
needs of the Kurdish community and the evolving geopolitical landscape. Initially, its efforts
were concentrated on providing practical assistance, such as welcoming and guiding Kurdish
asylum seekers who arrived in France, and establishing a vital documentation center to inform
journalists and the public about the situation of the Kurdish people.® As the only permanent
independent Kurdish structure open to the public at the time, KIP rapidly gained prominence
in political circles not only in Europe but also in the United States and the Soviet Union, largely
due to its proactive engagement with French and international media.?A significant milestone
in KIP's institutional development was its legal transformation. After operating for a decade as
a non-profit association under the French law of 1901, the Institute was officially recognized
as a "fondation reconnue d'utilité publique" (Foundation of public benefit). This status was
conferred by a decree signed by the French Prime Minister on March 2, 1993, and published in
the Journal Officiel on March 4, 1993. This formal recognition by the French state signified an
enhanced status, lending greater legitimacy and stability to the Institute and its
operations.Throughout its history, KIP has been at the forefront of major diplomatic and
advocacy initiatives. These included organizing the International Conference in Paris in
October 1989 following the Halabja chemical attack, which aimed to internationalize the
Kurdish question.? It also convened a pivotal conference in the U.S. Senate in February 1991
concerning the future of the Kurds after the Gulf War, and a similar high-level conference in
Moscow in July 1990 focusing on the status of Kurds in the Soviet Union.® Furthermore, KIP
spearheaded an international appeal in 1988 for the defense of Kurdish culture in Turkey,
which contributed to the eventual abolition of laws banning the Kurdish language in that
country in 1991.% The Institute also played a key role in seeking a political settlement to the
Kurdish question in Turkey through the Oslo Conference in June 1995.2Over the decades, KIP
has demonstrated remarkable adaptability. As Kurdish political entities, particularly in Iraqi
Kurdistan, developed their own international representations, KIP's overt diplomatic role
became, in the words of its president, "less visible".® However, the Institute has remained
highly active, especially during crises, such as its role in suggesting a motion to the French
National Assembly condemning the Turkish incursion into Afrin.® It has continued to focus on
its core missions of cultural preservation, linguistic development, academic support, and elite
training. The celebration of its 40th anniversary on April 4, 2023, at the Paris City Hall,
attended by numerous dignitaries, underscored its sustained relevance and enduring legacy.
This longevity, despite significant financial challenges and the complexities of the political
environment, highlights both the deep-seated need for such an institution and its successful
navigation of a constantly shifting terrain.
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lll. Organizational Framework and Governance

A. Legal Status: From Association to Foundation of Public Benefit

The Kurdish Institute of Paris was established in February 1983 as an independent,



non-political, and secular organization.! For its first ten years, it operated under the legal
framework of a non-profit association as defined by the French law of 1901.% This status is
common for a wide range of organizations in France.A pivotal moment in the Institute's
institutional trajectory occurred on March 2, 1993, when it was granted the status of a
"Fondation reconnue d'utilité publique" (Foundation of public benefit) by a decree from the
French Prime Minister. This decree was officially published in the Journal Officiel on March 4,
1993.% Achieving this elevated legal status is a rigorous process in France and signifies a high
level of official endorsement by the French state. It confers enhanced prestige,
trustworthiness, and operational stability. This recognition often brings benefits such as an
increased capacity to receive tax-deductible donations and legacies, which KIP has noted as
a feature for its donors.* Furthermore, this status reflects the Institute's perceived value to the
public interest, extending beyond the Kurdish community itself and underscoring its
successful integration into the French institutional landscape. The inclusion of representatives
from the French Ministries of Culture and the Interior on KIP's Board of Directors further
cements this formal link and recognition by the host state.”

B. Leadership and Administrative Structure (Board of Directors, CCS)

The Kurdish Institute of Paris is governed by a 15-member Board of Directors. This board
notably includes two representatives appointed by the French state: one from the Ministry of
Culture and one from the Ministry of the Interior, underscoring the formal relationship
between the KIP and the French government.* The Board of Directors is renewed every three
years.* From among its members, the Board elects an Executive Committee, which typically
comprises a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and a Secretary.*A remarkable
feature of KIP's leadership has been its continuity. Dr. Kendal Nezan, a French-Kurdish nuclear
physicist, has served as the President of the Institute since its founding period, providing a
consistent vision and direction for over four decades.! Over the years, the composition of the
Executive Committee has included other prominent figures. For instance, the Board elected in
June 1996 included Dr. Abbas Vali (Professor of Political Science, Swansea University) and Dr.
Fuad Hussein (lecturer, Amsterdam University) as Vice-Presidents, Dr. Joyce Blau (Professor
of Kurdish Language and Civilization, INALCO) as Treasurer, and Kamuran F. Cecen (lawyer) as
Secretary.* A later board, designated in February 2006, included Dr. Najmaldin O. Karim
(neurosurgeon, president of Washington Kurdish Institute) and Yavuz Onen (architect, Turkey)
as Vice-Presidents.® The Board has consistently included other prominent Kurdish figures
from the diaspora in countries such as Germany, Sweden, Great Britain, and the United States,
reflecting an effort to represent the diversity of the Kurdish experience in the West.*To ensure
democratic principles, pluralism, and broad participation from the wider community of Kurdish
intellectuals, writers, researchers, and artists in the diaspora, the Institute established a
Cultural and Scientific Council (Conseil Culturel et Scientifique, CCS).* The CCS is structured
into five specialized sections: Social and Cultural Studies; Language and Literature; Arts;
Information and Human Rights; and Stimulation of Socio-Cultural Activities.* These sections
align with the Institute's statutory objectives. Crucially, the CCS also functions as the
Institute's electoral body. Its members are responsible for electing the Board of Directors by
secret ballot every three years.* This governance structure aims to balance the stability
afforded by experienced leadership with mechanisms for broader community engagement



and democratic renewal, essential for an institution that seeks to represent diverse Kurdish
interests.

C. Financial Foundations: Funding Sources and Principles of
Independence

The financial underpinnings of the Kurdish Institute of Paris are diverse, reflecting its
non-profit, cultural nature and its commitment to operational autonomy. A significant asset is
the ownership of its premises, acquired in 1987 through a subscription campaign among Kurds
and their supporters.? The Institute also possesses a financial endowment, the income from
which contributes to funding its activities.*However, as its activities are primarily cultural and
non-profit, KIP relies heavily on external contributions. These include gifts from individuals
and firms, which are tax-deductible in France (up to a certain percentage of personal income
or firm turnover), as well as public and private subsidies.* Since its inception, the Institute has
been a recipient of French public subsidies, primarily from the Social Action Fund (Fonds
d'Action Sociale) and the Ministry of Culture, to support specific projects.* Various private
organizations have also co-financed some of its activities, including the Comité Catholique
contre la Faim et pour le Développement (CCFD), Fondation France-Libertés (founded by
Danielle Mitterrand), and Médecins du Monde.*Given its considerable European influence and
reach, the Kurdish Institute has also successfully secured subsidies from international bodies
and national development agencies. These include the European Union, the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the International Olof Palme Centre, the Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions
(LO), the Generalitat of Catalonia (regional government of Catalonia, Spain), and several
ltalian municipalities.*A cornerstone of KIP's financial policy is its unwavering commitment to
independence. The Institute explicitly states that it "declines any gifts that could compromise
its autonomy, as well as financial aid from states that oppress their Kurdish populations or
from any non-democratic state".* This principled stance is crucial for maintaining its credibility
and moral authority. However, this ethical imperative, combined with a reliance on often
fluctuating public and private grants, creates an inherent financial vulnerability. Despite its
diverse funding sources and the stability provided by owning its premises and having an
endowment, the Institute has faced periods of significant financial strain. It has been
described as being "at risk of disappearing” and has had to launch public donation campaigns
and petitions to ensure its continued operation.' The austerity policies of French authorities
have also been cited as having a negative impact on its funding.® Kendal Nezan has
acknowledged that KIP operates with "modest financial means" relative to the scale of its
achievements and ambitions.? This tightrope walk between principled funding and financial
precarity is a persistent challenge for the Institute.

IV. Core Missions and Multifaceted Activities



A. Championing Kurdish Language and Linguistics

1. Language Pedagogy: Kurmaniji and Sorani Courses

A central pillar of the Kurdish Institute's mission is the active promotion and teaching of the
Kurdish language. KIP offers structured language courses, primarily in the Kurmanji and Sorani
dialects, which are the two most widely spoken forms of Kurdish.” These courses are open to
everyone, catering to various proficiency levels, typically including beginner and intermediate
streams.’ The academic year for these courses is generally divided into two semesters,
running from mid-September or early October through to the end of June, with enrollment
fees charged per semester (an indicative fee of €125 per semester was noted for the
2025-2026 academic year).” For example, past schedules indicate Sorani courses for both
beginner and intermediate levels held on Thursday evenings, and Kurmaniji beginner courses
on Tuesday evenings with intermediate levels on Friday evenings.'°Beyond teaching Kurdish,
the Institute also recognizes the practical needs of Kurdish immigrants in their new
environment. It organizes a series of French language courses specifically tailored for Kurdish
workers, unemployed individuals, and refugees residing in the Paris region.™® This dual
linguistic focus—preserving and teaching Kurdish while facilitating French language
acquisition—demonstrates a holistic understanding of the community's needs. It serves the
mission of cultural and linguistic preservation for the diaspora, particularly for younger
generations who might otherwise lose touch with their mother tongue, and simultaneously
addresses the crucial need for integration into French society. This positions KIP not merely as
a cultural archive but as an active agent in the daily lives and future prospects of Kurdish
immigrants. While KIP provides these valuable courses, it is worth noting that the Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales (INALCO) in Paris is the only university in
France offering a full degree program in Kurdish, from bachelor's to doctorate level, indicating
that KIP's offerings often supplement more formal academic pathways."

The following table summarizes the typical language course offerings at KIP:

Table 2: Overview of Language Courses Typically Offered by KIP

Language/Dialect General Levels Offered [Typical Indicative Fees (per
Duration/Format semester)

Kurmaniji Kurdish Beginner, Intermediate [Semester-based e.g., €125

Sorani Kurdish Beginner, Intermediate [Semester-based e.g., €125

French (for Kurds) Pre-intermediate, Quarterly/Semester-bale.g., €50 (quarterly)
other levels (varies by |sed
demand)

Sources: °

2. Linguistic Research and Standardization: The Kurmanci Seminars



The Kurdish Institute of Paris has made profound and lasting contributions to Kurdish
linguistics, particularly in the standardization and revitalization of the Kurmanji dialect, which
is spoken by the majority of Kurds.® Since 1987, KIP has convened biannual, week-long
linguistic seminars, bringing together Kurdish writers, linguists, and journalists from the
diaspora.? These intensive workshops have focused on systematically collecting and analyzing
the vocabulary of various Kurdish dialects, with findings often translated into English, French,
and Turkish.2A crucial aspect of this work has been the proactive development of new
terminologies for domains of modern life, aiming to enrich Kurmaniji and ensure its capacity to
function as a comprehensive, contemporary language.? This process of language planning
and engineering is vital for a language to remain relevant and capable of expressing complex
modern concepts, a role often undertaken by state-backed language academies. For a
stateless nation like the Kurds, an institution like KIP assuming this responsibility is of
paramount importance for linguistic vitality and prestige. The outcomes of these seminars are
disseminated through KIP's flagship linguistic magazine, Kurmanci, of which 68 issues had
been published by late 2023.2 This sustained effort has reportedly enabled Kurds in Turkey,
Syria, Lebanon, and the Caucasus to utilize a largely standardized form of Kurmaniji.*Further
cementing its role in linguistic development, KIP published a comprehensive Kurdish-French
Dictionary containing 85,000 entries in 2017, with a Kurdish-Turkish version anticipated for
2024.2 The Institute has also extended its support to linguistic work on other Kurdish dialects,
including seminars on the Kirdki-Dimilki (Zazaki) dialect.® This sustained, proactive
engagement in language development has had significant implications for Kurdish identity,
education, media, and literature, effectively modernizing and fostering unity within a major
dialect across national borders.

B. Cultivating and Showcasing Kurdish Cultural Heritage

The Kurdish Institute of Paris is a vibrant hub for the cultivation and exhibition of Kurdish
cultural heritage, organizing and supporting a diverse array of cultural events.” These
activities include concerts of traditional and contemporary Kurdish music, screenings of
Kurdish cinema, art exhibitions showcasing paintings by Kurdish artists and displays of
traditional Kurdish objects, poetry readings, stand-up comedy performances, culinary events
featuring Kurdish cuisine, and various activities designed for children.” The Institute often
provides its premises and logistical support for these cultural manifestations.8Historically, KIP
has hosted numerous notable exhibitions, such as "Les Veillées Kurdes" (Kurdish Vigils),
"Yilmaz GUNEY, un cinéaste de légende" (Yilmaz Giiney, a legendary filmmaker), "HASANKEYF,
JOYAU EN PERIL DE HAUTE-MESOPOTAMIE" (Hasankeyf, Jewel in Peril of Upper
Mesopotamia), and "Les Kurdes d'Arménie : Une minorité dans la minorité : Les Yézidis" (The
Kurds of Armenia: A Minority within a Minority: The Yezidis).” More recent events, as listed on
the KIP website for 2024-2025 (though these dates appear to be future-projected in the
source material, they illustrate the ongoing nature of such programming), include book
presentations like "Né Kurde!", the 4th World Congress of Kurdish Studies, film festivals such
as Le Festival des Films kurdes de Paris (FFKP), Newroz (Kurdish New Year) celebrations,
concerts of traditional music like "Le tamira kurde et les anciens chants de magams," and
exhibitions of traditional Kurdish objects.”A significant annual event in the Parisian cultural



calendar is the Paris Kurdish Cultural Festival. While organized primarily by the Kurdish
Democratic Council in France (CDK-F), it is held in collaboration with KIP and other partner
organizations such as the Danielle Mitterrand Foundation and the Paris City Hall." The festival,
which saw its fourth edition from May 17-23, 2025 (again, a future-projected date), aims to
share, promote, and preserve what it terms an "endangered culture," celebrating the heritage
of one of Mesopotamia's oldest peoples through performances, culinary experiences,
children's activities, and exhibitions."*These diverse cultural programs serve multiple crucial
functions. They act as a showcase for Kurdish arts, introducing them to a wider Parisian and
international audience, thereby fulfilling KIP's objective of "making Kurds known".! They
provide an essential platform for Kurdish artists, musicians, writers, and performers. Perhaps
most importantly, these events foster a sense of community and act as vital spaces for
cultural transmission and collective gathering, particularly for the Kurdish diaspora. This
transforms KIP from a mere repository of cultural artifacts into a dynamic center where
Kurdish heritage is actively performed, celebrated, reaffirmed, and passed on to new
generations, fostering both internal cohesion within the Kurdish community and constructive
engagement with the broader society.

C. The KIP Library and Archives: A Premier Resource for Kurdish
Studies

At the heart of the Kurdish Institute of Paris lies its library, widely recognized as the largest
and most comprehensive collection of materials on Kurds and Kurdistan in the Western world.®
This remarkable resource has grown substantially over the decades. While earlier accounts
cited around 6,423 monographs ", by late 2023, the collection was reported to hold over
12,000 monographs in at least 23 to 25 different languages.? Beyond books, the library
houses tens of thousands of other documents and writings, extensive collections of rare
periodicals and newspapers, a significant archive of photographs and videos, and a valuable
collection of sound and musical recordings."This vast collection occupies more than a third of
the Institute's premises in Paris and a substantial part of its warehouse in a Parisian suburb."
The monographs and principal documents are cataloged and referenced on a computer
database, facilitating access for users." The library is open to the public—including students,
academic researchers, journalists, and interested individuals—from Monday to Friday, typically
from 10 am to 6 pm. Consultations can also be made by letter.®The KIP library has become an
indispensable resource center, not only for private individuals and the Kurdish diaspora but
also for a network of voluntary organizations, the media, and institutional bodies in France and
across the European Union." Its rich archival materials, particularly photographs and films,
are regularly utilized by major international television stations, including the BBC, RAI (ltaly),
ABC (USA), Arte (Franco-German), and numerous others from Japan, Denmark, Sweden,
Germany, and Spain, among others.™ This service to the media allows KIP to contribute to
informed public narratives about the Kurds.Recognizing the importance of global access, KIP
embarked on a significant digitization project. The Kurdish Digital Library (Bibliotheque
Numeérique Kurde, BNK) now makes over a million pages of the library's materials available
online, largely accessible via its dedicated website (bnk.institutkurde.org).? This initiative,
which received support from the International Olof Palme Foundation in Sweden ', has
democratized access to Kurdish cultural heritage on an unprecedented scale. It overcomes



geographical barriers, reaching a global audience that includes individuals and researchers in
Kurdistan itself who may lack access to such comprehensive resources. The library and its
digital counterpart thus function as a strategic asset, underpinning KIP's academic credibility
and its role as a central global repository and disseminator of Kurdish knowledge. This
significantly contributes to the academic field of Kurdish Studies and the vital preservation of
cultural memory for future generations worldwide.

D. Fostering Academic Inquiry and Supporting Scholars

The Kurdish Institute of Paris actively fosters academic inquiry and invests in the development
of Kurdish intellectual capital. Since its establishment, KIP has provided scholarships to
support students pursuing higher education; by an earlier account, nearly 500 students had
benefited from this program.® More specifically, KIP runs a dedicated program aimed at
training "Kurdish secular elites" in French universities.® This initiative has reportedly supported
over 540 Kurdish students hailing from various regions of Kurdistan. Many of these
beneficiaries have gone on to become university professors, engineers, lawyers, filmmakers,
and diplomats, thereby contributing their acquired expertise to diverse fields.?A noteworthy
aspect of this program is its current emphasis on doctoral candidates and women's
education. As of late 2023, 25 PhD students were enrolled in this program, with a significant
majority—17 students—being women from Turkey and Iran. KIP explicitly states that it
prioritizes women's education as essential for a "free and democratic future” for the Kurdish
people.® This focus on human capital development, particularly empowering women and
supporting advanced scholarship, represents a strategic, future-oriented endeavor. KIP is not
solely focused on preserving past cultural achievements but is actively working to shape the
future intellectual and professional landscape of the Kurdish community, with a progressive
commitment to gender equality.Beyond direct financial and programmatic support for
students, the Institute's extensive library and archives (detailed in section IV.C) serve as a
primary resource for academic research, attracting scholars from around the world.?
Furthermore, KIP organizes and hosts academic conferences, colloquia, and congresses, such
as the "4e Congrés Mondial d'Etudes kurdes"."® These events provide crucial platforms for
scholarly exchange, the presentation of new research, and the fostering of networks within
the international field of Kurdish Studies. Through these combined efforts, KIP plays a
significant role in nurturing successive generations of scholars and professionals.

E. Advocacy, Human Rights, and International Engagement

Despite its declared non-political stance, the Kurdish Institute of Paris has historically
functioned as a highly effective advocate for Kurdish rights and a significant actor in
international diplomacy, often described as acting as "spokespeople for a people without
international representation”.? Its independence from specific Kurdish political parties and
governments has been cited as a key factor in its credibility with international institutions and
public opinion.?

KIP's record of diplomatic achievements and advocacy campaigns is extensive. Key initiatives
include:



e The International Conference in Paris (October 1989): Organized with the support of
the French government in the aftermath of the Halabja chemical attack, this landmark
conference aimed to internationalize the Kurdish question. It brought together
representatives from all major Kurdish political parties from Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey,
alongside delegations from 32 countries, including a U.S. delegation led by Senator
Claiborne Pell and a Soviet delegation that included Yelena Bonner (Andrei Sakharov's
widow).?

e The Conference in the U.S. Senate (February 27, 1991): Focusing on the future of the
Kurds after the Gulf War, this conference was attended by prominent Kurdish leaders
such as Jalal Talabani and Hoshyar Zebari, and eight leading U.S. Senators, including
Edward Kennedy and John Kerry. KIP's efforts in mobilizing this "Kurdish lobby" were
considered crucial in influencing the U.S. administration's decision to support UN
Security Council Resolution 688, which led to the creation of a safe haven for Iragi Kurds
during their 1991 exodus.?

e The International Conference in Moscow (July 1990): Organized in partnership with
the Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute and with the support of President Gorbachey, this
three-day conference addressed the status and future of Kurds in the Soviet Union. It
was attended by over 1,400 Kurdish delegates from nine Soviet republics and
significantly raised awareness of the Kurdish plight among the Soviet public and
political elite, contributing to the Soviet Union's eventual support for UN Resolution
688.°

e The International Appeal for the Defense of Kurdish Culture in Turkey (June 1988):
This appeal, signed by a thousand international personalities including 24 Nobel Prize
laureates and 15 U.S. Senators, was published in major Western and Turkish
newspapers. It had a considerable impact in Turkey, contributing to President Turgut
Ozal's decision in 1991 to abolish laws that banned the use of the Kurdish language and
publications in Kurdish.?

e Advocacy for Imprisoned Kurdish Deputies (1994): KIP actively popularized the
cause of Kurdish deputies imprisoned in Turkey, creating an international defense
committee chaired by then-French President Francois Mitterrand. This campaign was
instrumental in the European Parliament awarding its Sakharov Prize for Freedom of
Thought to Kurdish MP Leyla Zana.® KIP also facilitated the translation and publication
of Leyla Zana's prison writings."

e The Oslo Conference (June 1995): In partnership with the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, KIP organized the first conference in Oslo aimed at seeking a political
settlement to the Kurdish question in Turkey.?

e The Appeal for Peaceful Settlement (2008): KIP launched an appeal signed by a
thousand Kurdish personalities from diverse backgrounds, which stimulated public
debate in Europe and Turkey and served as a basis for the subsequent peace process
between the Turkish state and the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK).>

The Institute maintains close relations with numerous European governments and the
European Parliament.® Its Cultural and Scientific Council includes a dedicated section for



"Information and Human Rights," reflecting the centrality of these concerns to its mission.*
Even as the political landscape has evolved, KIP has remained active in crisis situations, for
example, by suggesting the motion unanimously adopted by the French National Assembly
condemning the Turkish military incursion into Afrin, Syria.® This history of high-level
engagement and tangible policy influence demonstrates that a well-networked, respected,
and strategically astute non-state actor can achieve significant diplomatic breakthroughs,
particularly for a people lacking formal state representation.

V. Dissemination of Knowledge: Publications of the
Kurdish Institute

The Kurdish Institute of Paris has an extensive and diverse publications program, which serves
as a cornerstone of its mission to preserve Kurdish culture, advance linguistic development,
and disseminate knowledge about Kurdish affairs to both specialist and general audiences.

A. Key Periodicals

KIP publishes several influential periodicals, each serving distinct but complementary roles:

e Bulletin de liaison et d'information (Information and Liaison Bulletin): This monthly
bulletin has been published since 1983, making it a long-standing and consistent source
of information. Initially produced in six languages, it later transitioned to four, and since
1996, for financial reasons, has appeared in French and English. Each issue typically
includes a review of the international press concerning Kurdish matters, preceded by
analytical commentary. It is widely distributed in approximately 85 countries to media
outlets, documentation centers, NGOs, and individuals, functioning as a regular and
reliable source of information on the Kurds. By late 2023, 462 issues had been
published.® The Bulletin is considered a unique database chronicling Kurdish affairs and
history since its inception.™

e Kurmanci: This illustrated linguistic magazine has been published biannually since 1987
(ISSN 0761-1242)."% Its primary purpose is to disseminate the work and findings of the
Institute's biannual linguistic seminars, which focus on the standardization of the
Kurdish language, particularly the Kurmanji dialect, and the development of modern
terminology. The magazine is published in Kurdish, with word lists often translated into
French, English, and Turkish. By late 2023, 68 issues had been released.?

Kurmanci'is a critical tool for linguistic development and the promotion of a unified
modern Kurmanji.

e Etudes Kurdes: This is a research journal published in French, focusing on scholarly
articles related to Kurdish studies.? It is mentioned as an annual publication in one
source." It serves as an important academic platform for Francophone research on
Kurdish topics.



e Hévi (Hope): This Kurdish-language magazine was dedicated to the arts and essays on
Kurdish language and history. Eight issues were published, each around 208 pages, but
its publication was suspended due to financial constraints."™

e Studia Kurdica: This was a periodical focused on Human Science studies, published in
Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and French. Eight issues appeared, but like Hévi, its publication
was suspended due to a lack of finance." Both
Hévi and Studia Kurdica, despite their suspension, indicate KIP's ambition to foster
diverse forms of intellectual and artistic expression.

The following table summarizes the major periodical publications of KIP:
Table 3: Major Periodical Publications of the Kurdish Institute of Paris

Title of Periodical [Primary Language(s) Frequency Stated

Focus/Content (Original/Current) [Importance/Impac
t

Bulletin de liaison [News review, French, English  [Monthly Widely distributed

et d'information  |analysis of Kurdish|(formerly also international
affairs German, Kurdish, information

Spanish, Turkish) source; unique
database of
Kurdish affairs
since 1983.

Kurmanci Linguistic Kurdish (with Biannual Disseminates work
research, French, English, of KIP's linguistic
terminology, Turkish word lists) seminars; key tool
standardization of for Kurmaniji
Kurmanji development.

Ftudes Kurdes Scholarly research|French Annual (reported) |Academic journal
on Kurdish studies for Francophone

research.

Hévi (Hope) Arts, essayson  [Kurdish Suspended Platform for
Kurdish language Kurdish literary
and history and artistic

expression.

Studia Kurdica Human Science [Persian, Arabic, [Suspended Multilingual
studies Turkish, French academic journal

for broader
Middle Eastern
and Kurdish
studies.

Sources: *

This diverse range of periodicals highlights KIP's commitment to informing a global audience,
driving linguistic development from within the Kurdish community, and fostering rigorous



academic scholarship. The financial challenges leading to the suspension of some journals
also underscore the resource difficulties the Institute faces in maintaining such a
comprehensive output.

B. Significant Monographs, Translations, and Educational Materials

Beyond its periodicals, the Kurdish Institute of Paris has an impressive record of publishing
and supporting the publication of a wide array of books, including original monographs,
crucial translations, and vital educational materials.' This aspect of its publishing program
demonstrates a strategic approach to preserving cultural heritage, fostering modern
education, and facilitating intercultural dialogue.

Key categories and examples of these publications include:

e Linguistic Works and Grammars: To aid language learning and standardization, KIP
has published works such as Le kurde sans peine (Kurdish Without Toil/Effort) by K.A.
Bedir Khan, and Kirtge Grameri (a Kurdish grammar by Roger Lescot and Emir Djeladet
Bedir Khan, translated into Turkish by the Institute)."

e Kurdish Literary Classics: The Institute has ensured the continued accessibility of
foundational Kurdish literary works, such as Mem 4 Zin by the 17th-century poet
Ehmedé Xani, edited and commented by Hejar.™

e Translations into Kurdish: KIP has translated significant international documents into
Kurdish, most notably the Danezana gerdini ya Mafén Mirov (The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights). An edition of 50,000 copies of this translation was printed and
distributed in Iragi Kurdistan in 1992 in partnership with Fondation France-Libertés and
the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), with UNESCO's support.™

e Translations from Kurdish or about Kurds into French: To make Kurdish voices and
realities accessible to a Francophone audience, KIP has translated or supported the
translation of numerous important works. These include William Eagleton's La
République de Mahabad (1946); Ecrits de prison de Leyla Zana (Leyla Zana's Prison
Writings), by the Sakharov Prize laureate; and La Prison N°5, Mehdi Zana's account of
his eleven years in Turkish jails, with a preface by Elie Wiesel.™

e Original Scholarly and Political Works: KIP has published original works such as
Ismail Besikci's Devletlerarasi Sémiirge Kurdistan (Kurdistan, an Inter-State Colony)."

e Conference Proceedings: The transactions of significant international conferences
organized by KIP, such as the 1989 Paris International Conference on "The Kurds, Human
Rights and Cultural Identity" and the 1991 U.S. Senate Inter-parliamentary Consultation
on the Kurds, were published to document and disseminate their findings."

e School Textbooks: In a major undertaking, KIP, in partnership with Fondation
France-Libertés, the Norwegian Labour Movement (LO), and UNESCO, published a
series of school textbooks in Kurdish for primary and secondary education in Iraqi
Kurdistan. This project encompassed subjects such as alphabet learning (Alf 0 bey
niwey), reading, science (Zanistekan, Zanyari G perwerdey tendirusti), Kurdish grammar



(Rézimana Kurdi), chemistry (Kimya), physics (Fizyay), algebra (Cebir), and geometry
(Ségosekaki U sejimé). A total of 385,000 volumes were printed and distributed,
representing a direct and substantial contribution to mother-tongue education in a
critical period.™ This particular initiative underscores a function typically associated
with state authorities, highlighting KIP's role in nation-building efforts through
education.
These book publications are not isolated endeavors but form part of a coherent strategy. They
aim to strengthen Kurdish identity from within by providing educational resources and
preserving linguistic and literary heritage. Simultaneously, they project Kurdish culture,
history, and contemporary concerns outward to the international community through
translations and scholarly works.

C. Audio-Visual Productions

Recognizing the power and reach of modern media, the Kurdish Institute of Paris has
also engaged in the production and dissemination of audio-visual materials. This
includes a significant collection of traditional Kurdish music and a range of
documentary films.™ These efforts demonstrate an understanding of diverse
communication channels and a proactive approach to making Kurdish culture and
narratives accessible through popular and impactful formats.

e Music Recordings: KIP has produced and distributed an extensive series of cassettes

featuring traditional Kurdish music, showcasing various artists and regional styles. The
list includes recordings of renowned figures like Arif Cizrewi & Hesen Cizrewi, Aramé
Tigran, and collections such as Dengé Jinén Kurd (Voices of Kurdish Women) and
Mdsikiya Geleriya Kurdistan (Anonymous Folk Music of Kurdistan).” The Institute has
also supported the publication of Kurdish music on CD by other labels, including works
by Sivan Perwer and collections by Radio France's OCORA label.” This work is vital for
the preservation and dissemination of intangible cultural heritage.

e Video Cassettes and Documentaries: KIP has produced a variety of documentary
films on video cassette (and likely later, other formats):

o "The Voice of Kurdistan" (also in French as La Voix de Kurdistan and Kurdish as
Dengé Kurdistané): A 60-minute documentary tracing key events in Kurdish
history, particularly in Iraq up to 1978, using archival footage. The international
version in English was aimed at human rights associations and educational
institutions.™

o "Newroz 84": A 52-minute film in Kurdish covering the Kurdish New Year
celebrations organized by KIP in Paris, featuring traditional songs, dances, and
poetry."

o Documentaries on the situation of Kurds in various regions, the life and work of
Yilmaz Guney (Yilmaz Guney G welaté wi), and performances by the Kurdish
Theatre of Tbilissi (Georgia), such as the comedies Ciran (The Neighbour) and
Mala min ne mala te ye (My House is Not Your House), and the legendary love



story Siyabend (0 Xecé." Filming these theatrical performances helped preserve
ephemeral art forms.

o ‘"Leyla Zana, the Kurdish 'La Passionaria"": A documentary produced from KIP's
archives, available in French and English versions, which received an award at the
Limoges Festival and was broadcast by several European television stations.

e Film Co-production: The Institute also participated in the French-Italian co-production
of the commercial film Shéro, directed by Hiner Saleem and shot in Iragi Kurdistan,
which was shown at the Venice Film Festival.™

These audio-visual productions serve multiple purposes: they capture and preserve intangible
cultural heritage like music and theatrical performances; they educate audiences about
Kurdish history, culture, and contemporary issues through accessible documentary formats;
and they provide platforms for Kurdish artists. The creation of international versions and the
broadcast of some films on television channels indicate a clear aim for global outreach.

VI. Impact, Challenges, and Future Trajectory

A. Contributions to Kurdish Identity and Diaspora Cohesion

Since its founding during a period of profound crisis for the Kurdish people, the Kurdish
Institute of Paris has served as a crucial cultural anchor and a symbol of resilience. It provided
what its president termed "a glimmer of hope" and became "a symbol of Kurdish moral unity"
at a time when the Kurdish nation was fragmented and under severe pressure.? For the
Kurdish diaspora, particularly in Europe, KIP has played an invaluable role in maintaining a
connection to their language, history, and cultural heritage.' By offering language courses,
cultural events, and access to an unparalleled library, the Institute has created spaces for
community gathering, shared experience, and the transmission of cultural knowledge across
generations.A key aspect of KIP's contribution to diaspora cohesion has been its ability to
create and sustain a "non-partisan public space" open to Kurds from all political backgrounds
and regions of Kurdistan.® In a community often characterized by diverse political affiliations,
this inclusivity has been vital in fostering a broader sense of shared Kurdishness that
transcends factional lines. Furthermore, the Institute has consciously worked to contribute to
the integration of Kurdish immigrants into their host societies, notably France, while
simultaneously supporting the preservation of their distinct identity.! This dual approach
suggests a model for fostering healthy bicultural identities, where adaptation to a new
environment does not necessitate the abandonment of one's roots. KIP's multifaceted
activities—from festivals and educational programs to its very existence as a prominent
Kurdish institution in a major European capital—have reinforced collective memory and
provided a focal point for cultural expression, thereby significantly strengthening Kurdish
identity and cohesion in the diaspora.



B. Influence on Academic Kurdish Studies and Public Discourse

The Kurdish Institute of Paris has profoundly influenced both the academic field of Kurdish
Studies and the broader public and political discourse on Kurdish issues internationally. Its
library, acclaimed as the largest Kurdish library in the Western world, stands as an
"indispensable resource centre on the Kurds," attracting students, researchers, and journalists
from across the globe.? This unique collection provides the foundational material for countless
academic inquiries.Beyond its archival resources, KIP's active publishing program—including
periodicals like Kurmanci and Etudes Kurdes, as well as numerous monographs and
translations—has made substantial contributions to the scholarly literature on Kurdish
language, history, culture, and politics."” The Institute's long-running linguistic seminars and
the resultant standardization efforts, particularly for the Kurmanji dialect, have had a major
and lasting impact on the development and modernization of the Kurdish language itself.*KIP
has also been instrumental in raising awareness about the Kurds, their culture, and their
political situation among the general public, the media, and political circles, primarily in
France but also extending far beyond." Its documentation center and proactive engagement
with journalists from its early days helped to shape more informed media coverage of Kurdish
issues. Through its consistent output of information, such as the

Bulletin de liaison et d'information, and its high-profile advocacy campaigns, KIP has played a
crucial role in educating non-Kurdish audiences and policymakers. Consequently, the Institute
has not merely been a subject of study but an active agent in shaping the contours of Kurdish
Studies as an academic discipline and in influencing how the Kurdish people and their cause
are perceived on the world stage.

C. Navigating Challenges: Financial Sustainability and Evolving Needs

Despite its significant achievements and international recognition, the Kurdish Institute of
Paris has faced persistent and serious challenges, primarily concerning its financial
sustainability. The Institute operates with what its leadership describes as "modest financial
means" relative to the breadth and depth of its activities.® This financial precarity has been a
recurring theme throughout its history. Sources indicate that KIP has been "at risk of
disappearing” and has had to resort to public appeals, including Change.org petitions and
donation drives, to secure the funds necessary to continue its operations.'The Institute's
reliance on a mix of public subsidies, private donations, and project-based grants makes it
vulnerable to economic downturns and shifts in governmental or donor priorities.* For
instance, it has been noted that KIP was negatively affected by the austerity policies
implemented by French authorities.® The financial strain has had tangible consequences,
leading to the suspension of some of its valuable periodicals, such as Hévi and Studia Kurdica,
due to a lack of finance.'?Although KIP owns its premises and possesses a financial
endowment, these assets provide only a baseline of stability and are clearly insufficient to
cover the operational costs of its ambitious and wide-ranging programs—spanning a major
library, extensive publications, language courses, cultural events, and international advocacy.*
This persistent struggle for resources highlights the precarious existence common to many



vital cultural institutions that lack the stable, substantial state or endowment funding typically
available to national institutions. The fact that KIP has managed to sustain its core missions
and adapt to evolving needs for over four decades in the face of these challenges is a
testament to its perceived value, the dedication of its staff and supporters, and its continuous
fundraising efforts. However, the underlying vulnerability remains a significant concern for its
long-term future.

D. The Enduring Relevance and Future Outlook of the Institute

After more than forty years of operation, the Kurdish Institute of Paris continues to
demonstrate its enduring relevance and looks towards a future where it can further empower
the Kurdish diaspora. The Institute steadfastly pursues its core missions: maintaining and
developing its world-class library as a resource for students, researchers, and journalists;
publishing its influential monthly newsletters in French and English, alongside other reviews
and books; organizing diverse artistic and cultural activities; conducting its vital Kurmaniji
linguistic seminars; and running its program to train Kurdish secular elites in French
universities.? The celebration of its 40th anniversary in 2023 at the Paris City Hall, attended by
numerous French and international dignitaries, politicians, and intellectuals, served as a
powerful affirmation of its ongoing importance and respected status.®The need for an
institution like KIP persists, particularly, as noted by Kendal Nezan, for engaging the
second-generation diaspora with the Kurdish cause and heritage.® Looking forward, the
leadership of KIP believes that with greater financial resources, the Institute could significantly
expand its efforts to cultivate a more informed, organized, and influential global Kurdish
diaspora.? This diaspora, estimated to number over two million people, is seen as having the
potential to play a major role in shaping the future of the Kurdish people.? This vision signals a
proactive, capacity-building approach, focused on leveraging KIP's established cultural and
intellectual capital to foster future leadership and ensure the continuity of Kurdish identity and
aspirations. Despite the rise of other Kurdish representative bodies, KIP maintains a distinct
and crucial role as an independent, secular, pan-Kurdish cultural and intellectual hub. Its
continued existence and adaptation in a changing world underscore a deeply felt and ongoing
need within the Kurdish community for such a dedicated institution.

VII. Conclusion

The Kurdish Institute of Paris, since its establishment in 1983, has carved out a unique and
indispensable position as a guardian of Kurdish culture, a catalyst for linguistic development,
a center for academic research, and a surprisingly potent voice in international advocacy.
Born out of a period of profound crisis for the Kurdish people, KIP transcended its initial role
of providing immediate support to refugees to become a lasting institution with global reach
and influence.

Its strategic decision to operate as an independent, non-political, and secular entity, while
simultaneously engaging in high-level diplomacy framed by cultural preservation and human
rights, allowed it to navigate complex political terrains and gain widespread legitimacy. The



intellectual calibre of its founders and the consistent leadership of Kendal Nezan, coupled
with a governance structure designed to incorporate broader diaspora participation, have
ensured both stability and adaptability over four decades.

The Institute's contributions are manifold. Its linguistic work, particularly the Kurmanci
seminars and related publications, has been instrumental in standardizing and modernizing a
major Kurdish dialect, a task of nation-building significance. Its library stands as an
unparalleled repository of Kurdish heritage, serving scholars and the public worldwide, with its
digital initiatives further expanding access. Through diverse cultural events, KIP has fostered
community cohesion and showcased Kurdish arts to an international audience. Its academic
support programs, with a notable emphasis on empowering women, represent a long-term
investment in the future intellectual and professional capacity of the Kurdish people.
Furthermore, KIP’s history of effective advocacy has demonstrably influenced international
policy and public awareness concerning critical Kurdish issues.

Despite these remarkable achievements, the Kurdish Institute of Paris faces the persistent
challenge of financial sustainability. Its reliance on a patchwork of grants and donations, while
adhering to strict ethical principles regarding funding sources, leaves it vulnerable. Yet, its
enduring operation and continued relevance underscore the profound and ongoing need for
such an institution.

In conclusion, the Kurdish Institute of Paris is more than a cultural center; it is a testament to
the resilience of the Kurdish spirit and a strategic asset for the Kurdish people. Its past
accomplishments provide a strong foundation, and its future vision—focused on empowering
an informed and organized global diaspora—suggests that KIP will continue to play a vital role
in the preservation of Kurdish identity and the pursuit of Kurdish aspirations on the world
stage for years to come, provided it can secure the resources necessary to sustain its
invaluable work.
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